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DELIVERANCE
From The
Penalty
And Power
Of Sin
By Jimmy Swaggart

“Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by
man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the
Father, who raised him from the dead;)
and all the brethren which are with me,
unto the churches of Galatia: Grace be to
you and peace from God the Father, and
from our Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave
himself for our sins, that he might deliver
us from this present evil world, according
to the will of God and our Father: To
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
–GALATIANS 1:1-5
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The Priceless Corner

We have set aside this corner of The Evangelist to show God’s
Plan of Salvation. If you are unsure where you will go when you
die, please listen to what God has said in His Word:
1. GOD LOVES YOU!

“For God so loved the world that he gave His only Begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
Everlasting Life” (Jn. 3:16).
2. MAN IS A SINNER, AND SIN HAS SEPARATED HIM
FROM GOD

Justification And Sanctification
The book of Galatians explains the tremendous doctrine of sanctification as no
other epistle that Paul wrote. It was to Paul that the Lord gave the full-blown
measure of justification and sanctification plus, to be frank with you, every major doctrine of the Bible—all of it resting upon the cross of Christ.
Now I want to make a statement that I’ve made several times: Justification is
deliverance by the power of God from the penalty of sin; sanctification is deliverance by the power of God from the power of sin.
You might ask, “Now what do you mean by the penalty?” Man broke the law,
to be frank with you; there’s never been one who didn’t except the Lord Jesus
Christ. The penalty is eternal hell forever and forever, and I don’t say that with
any gladness or joy. And let me say it again because it’s phenomenally important: Justification is deliverance of the penalty of sin, which is eternal hell. People ask me a lot of times about certain people, whom I mostly don’t know, “Do
you think they’re saved?” My answer always is, “I pray God they are,” because
I would not wish eternal hell on anyone. It’s the most horrifying thought that
the mind of man can comprehend, and at great price at Calvary’s cross, Jesus
Christ delivered us from that penalty.
Man’s Ways
About a year ago, Loren Larson made a statement, and when he made it, I didn’t
say anything, but I thought, I’m not so sure that’s right. He said, “I don’t think
the modern church understands justification by faith.” But I’ve come to find out
that he was exactly right—they don’t.
I got a letter the other day from a preacher that I have met one time, but I
didn’t know him, really—never heard him preach. Anyway, he had run into a
problem—a morals problem—and he was telling me how that he was in a certain
church in a certain city, a big church—four or five thousand in attendance, or
something like that, and the pastors put him in their version of a penance program. In regards to the sin which he had committed, he was to spend two hours
a week with a psychologist, an hour a week with one of the pastors of the church,
do certain physical chores around the church every day, spend an hour a day in
prayer and Bible study, and not go more than thirty miles outside of town. Now
stop and think: what in the world would all of that do about setting somebody
free? Zero. Absolutely zero—I don’t mean it will help a little—it will help none.
Anyway, I wrote him back and I said, “My brother, I’m sure they mean well (I
did not know the men, the pastors of the big church; I’d never heard of them) and
I’m sure that they’re trying to help, but it won’t do you any good.” It’s like trying
to make aspirin have an effect on cancer—it doesn’t work. Now you might say,
“Well what should they have done?” Well first, they should have told him why
he failed and how that his faith in something other than Christ and the cross
allowed the sin nature to cause the problem. But they didn’t do that because
they didn’t know anything about the cross—zero—and that’s the tragedy of so
many today, they just don’t know anything about it. Sure enough, when the time

“For there is not a just man upon Earth, that doeth good and
sinneth not” (Eccl. 7:20).
“For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God” (Rom.
3:23).
3. JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY REMEDY FOR SIN

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God ...” (I Pet. 3:18).
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12).
4. YOU MUST RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS YOUR PERSONAL
LORD AND SAVIOUR

Jesus calls this experience the new birth. He told Nicodemus:
“... Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of
God” (Jn. 3:3).
We invite you now to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour. “But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His
Name” (Jn. 1:12).
WE BELIEVE:

• The Bible is the inspired and only infallible and authoritative
written Word of God (Ps. 119; Mat. 4:4; Lk. 24:27).
• There is one God, eternally existent in three Persons: God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (I Jn. 5:7).
• In the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His Virgin Birth, in His
Sinless Life, in His Miracles, in His Vicarious and atoning Death,
in His Bodily Resurrection, in His Ascension to the Right Hand
of the Father, in His personal future return to this Earth in Power
and Glory to rule a thousand years (Jn. 1:1-4; Eph. 2:13-18; Rev.,
Chpts. 19-20).
• In the Blessed Hope — the Rapture of the Church at Christ’s
Coming (I Thess. 4:13-18).
• The only means of being cleansed from sin is through Repentance
and Faith in the Precious Blood of Christ (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:8-9,
13-18).
• Regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential for personal Salvation (Jn. 3:5-8; Titus 3:5).
• The Redemptive Work of Christ on the Cross provides Healing
of the human body in answer to believing prayer (Ex. 15:25-26;
James 5:14-15; I Pet. 2:24).
• The Baptism with the Holy Spirit according to Acts 2:4 is given
to Believers who ask for it (Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:1-7).
• In the Sanctifying Power of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling
the Christian is enabled to live a holy life (Rom. 6:3-14; 8:1-2, 11).
• In the Resurrection of both the saved and the lost: the one to
Everlasting Life and the other to everlasting damnation (Rev.
20:5-6, 11-15).
PRAY THIS PRAYER AND MEAN IT WITH ALL OF YOUR HEART:
“Dear Lord Jesus, I now realize that I am a sinner. I accept the
fact that You died for me on the rugged Cross of Calvary. I now
open my heart’s door and receive You as Saviour and Lord of my
life. Please take full control of me and help me to be the kind of
Christian You want me to be. Amen.”

If you prayed this prayer in all sincerity, you are now a Child of
God. So that we might rejoice with you, we invite you to fill out
this coupon and mail it to Jimmy Swaggart Ministries, P.O. Box
262550, Baton Rouge, LA 70826-2550. In Canada, mail to Jimmy
Swaggart Ministries of Canada, P.O. Box 1020, Niagara Falls, Ontario, L2E 6V9. We will send you a free copy of Jimmy Swaggart’s
book What Must I Do To Be Saved? This book will help you grow
in grace and knowledge.

DEAR JIMMY: TODAY I ACCEPTED JESUS AS MY LORD
AND SAVIOUR.
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE/PROV
DATE OF DECISION

ZIP
AGE

“Number one: you can’t sanctify yourself. You cannot,
I don’t care what you do. It’s something the church has
wrestled with since I guess the time of the apostle Paul
up until today—the ongoing process of believers trying
to sanctify themselves by works that we conjure up.”
allotted came, and those pastors told that
man, “Now you’re free,” in a week’s time he
had fallen right back into the same problem all over again, which showed that they
did not understand what justification was.
Sanctification
Now let’s look at sanctification: Paul said,
“Grace be to you and peace from God the
Father”—that is sanctifying peace. It is
sanctifying peace—not the sanctification
that is given to the person who comes to
Christ. The moment he is saved he is instantly sanctified.
Now stop and think a moment, justification is the declaration that one is not
guilty. Justification declares one clean, and
sanctification makes one clean. Before one
can be declared clean, he has to be made
clean. That’s the reason Paul listed sanctification as number one, sanctified first—
cleansed and sanctified—and then justification comes. But I’ll say it again because
I want you to get it: Justification is the declaration that one has been made clean, but
before that declaration can be met, one has
to be made clean, and that’s why sanctification comes first.
Paul is not speaking here of the sanctification that comes at conversion; he is
speaking of ongoing sanctification, progressive sanctification: “Grace be to you
and peace,” it is a sanctifying peace. I Thessalonians 5:23 says, “And the very God of
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
Paul says, “sanctify you wholly,” that’s

sanctifying peace. Every believer can have
sanctifying peace, but every believer does
not have sanctifying peace because his
faith is in something else.
Sanctification How?
Let me explain to you how a believer can be
sanctified. Number one: you can’t sanctify
yourself. You cannot, I don’t care what you
do. It’s something the church has wrestled
with since I guess the time of the apostle
Paul up until today—the ongoing process
of believers trying to sanctify themselves by
works that we conjure up. You can set about
to read a hundred chapters in the Bible a day,
you can say, “I’m going to pray twenty-five
hours a day,” and I could go on and on with
that litany, but you cannot sanctify yourself;
it is impossible. Like the poor brother that
I mentioned earlier—foolishness that men
conjure up thinking that somehow this is
going to get one victory over sin, but it won’t.
And ladies and gentlemen, sin is the problem, it always is the problem.
Finis Jennings Dake, author of the Dake
Bible, was with a group of preachers once,
and they were talking about entire sanctification, and that denomination believed
in that—entire sanctification—meaning
that you go to the altars, and the Lord’s
Spirit comes upon you, and then you will
never sin again. I think they’ve just about
abandoned that foolish doctrine, I never hear it mentioned anymore. Anyway,
Dake was trying to tell them, “No, there’s
no such thing as entire sanctification; it’s
an ongoing process.” One of the men who
was touting the entire sanctification doctrine got so angry that the other preachers

had to restrain him and hold him because
he was about to hit Dake. How could that
preacher be entirely perfect? He was about
to punch Dake in the nose!
Man’s problem is that he keeps trying
to do what only God can do. So how am
I sanctified? When you place your faith
exclusively in Christ and what He did
for you at the cross and maintain it there,
the moment you do that you are instantly
sanctified. But that doesn’t mean now that
you’ll never sin again, and it doesn’t mean
that Satan will never bother you again; it
doesn’t mean that at all.
The Holy Spirit
Jesus Christ has already done it at Calvary’s cross. You might say, “Well there are
problems in my life, how then can I be
sanctified?” Ah, that’s a good question.
The Holy Spirit, who is in your heart and
in your life can now go to work and give
you victory over those problems that beset you and made you struggle for so long
without victory because your faith was in
something else. But once your faith is in
Christ and the cross, the Holy Spirit, who
works exclusively within the parameters
of the finished work of Christ (and He
will not work outside of those parameters,
which means that you and I have to have
our faith exclusively in Christ and what
He did at the cross), now has latitude. “For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and
death” (Rom. 8:2); it’s a law. Now, it’s not
the Mosaic law; it’s a law devised by God,
and it will function exactly as it was meant
to function. And, once your faith is right
Continued on page 8
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FULL-POWER STATIONS
Fulton, AL............................................89.3 (WJIK)
Covering Fulton, Thomasville, and Grove Hill

Lafayette/Church Point, LA.............. 91.9 (KCKR)
Covering Southern and Western Louisiana

Mobile/Citronelle, AL..................... 102.1 (WQUA)
Covering Mobile, Alabama

Desoto/St. Louis, MO.......................100.1 (KDJR)
Covering Southern Missouri, parts of Eastern
Missouri, and Western Illinois

Augusta/Little Rock, AR................... 97.7 (KJSM)
Covering Central Arkansas, Western Tennessee,
a small part of Northwestern Mississippi, and a
small part of Southern Missouri

Bentonia/Yazoo City - Jackson, MS.......92.1 (WJNS)
Covering Central Mississippi and Eastern
Louisiana

Camden, AR................................1450 AM (KNHD)
Covering parts of Southern Arkansas

Grenada, MS..................................... 95.7 (WTGY)
Covering parts of Northwestern Mississippi

Lake Village, AR/Greenville, MS....... 95.9 (KUUZ)
Covering parts of Western Mississippi and
Eastern Arkansas

Beatrice/Lincoln, NE......................... 88.9 (KNBE)
Covering South Eastern Nebraska

Nashville, AR..................................... 96.9 (KSSW)
Covering Southwestern Arkansas
Palm Springs, CA............................... 90.9 (KPSH)
Covering the Coachella Valley
Mayo, FL............................................ 89.5 (WGSG)
Covering Lafayette, Suwannee, Hamilton, and
Columbia Counties. Reaching Taylor, Gilchrist, and
Madison Counties.
Panama City, FL..................................91.7 (WFFL)
Covering Panama City, Florida
Crete, IL.............................................88.1 (WBMF)
Covering South Chicago and Chicago Heights
Kankakee, IL.....................................88.3 (WAWF)
Covering Northeastern Illinois and
Northwestern Indiana
Ottawa, IL........................................88.9 (WWGN)
Covering Ottawa, West La Salle, East Joliet, and
North DeKalb
Winfield/Wichita, KS......................... 91.9 (KBDD)
Covering South Central Kansas and North
Central Oklahoma
Baton Rouge, LA...............................88.5 (WJFM)
Covering parts of Southern Louisiana

Grand Island/Hastings, NE................ 90.7 (KNFA)
Covering South Central Nebraska
Albion/Rochester, NY......................102.1 (WJCA)
Covering North Western New York State
Lakewood/Jamestown, NY.............. 88.9 (WYRR)
Covering Lakewood and Jamestown, NY
Bowling Green/Toledo, OH......... 730 AM (WJYM)
Covering parts of Northern and Central Ohio,
Eastern Indiana, and the Southern tip of Michigan
Ada, OK.............................................. 88.7 (KAJT)
Covering South Central Oklahoma
Bristow, OK...................................... 104.9 (KREK)
Covering Bristow, Sapulpa, Cushing, Drumright,
Okmulgee, Chandler, and the southside of Tulsa,
OK
Guthrie, OK................................. 1490 AM (KMFS)
Covering Oklahoma City, Edmond, and parts of
Central and Northern Oklahoma
Norman/Oklahoma City, OK.............. 89.3 (KSSO)
Covering Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Graysville, TN.....................................95.7 (WAYB)
Covering parts of Southern Tennessee and
Northern Georgia

Bastrop, LA........................................88.3 (KJGM)
Covering Bastrop, Monroe, and the Northeastern
part of Louisiana

Atlanta/Texarkana, TX.................... 100.1 (KNRB)
Covering parts of Northeastern Texas,
Northwestern Louisiana, Southwestern Arkansas,
and Southeastern Oklahoma

Jonesboro, LA.................................. 104.9 (KTOC)
Covering Northern Louisiana

Corrigan/Lufkin, TX.......................... 99.3 (KYTM)
Covering Corrigan and Lufkin, TX

TRANSLATOR
STATIONS
Andalusia, AL.............. 89.7
Eufaula, AL.................. 88.9
Camden, AR................. 97.9
El Dorado, AR.............. 89.7
Bishop, CA................... 91.7
Key West, FL................ 90.5
Dublin, GA................... 90.9
La Grange, GA............. 90.3
Waycross, GA.............. 90.7
Carlinville, IL............... 89.1
Effingham, IL............... 88.7
Freeport, IL.................. 91.3
Jacksonville, IL........... 88.1
DeRidder, LA............... 89.5
Grayson, LA................. 91.9
Many, LA..................... 91.3
Minden, LA.................. 91.1
Morgan City, LA.......... 91.5
Natchitoches, LA......... 90.1
Alexandria, MN........... 91.7
Morris, MN.................. 90.5
Kirksville, MO.............. 88.1
Mountain Grove, MO... 91.7
St. James, MO............. 89.3
Springfield, MO........... 91.5
Willow Springs, MO.... 90.5
Columbia, MS.............. 88.3
Morehead City, NC...... 91.9
Rockingham, NC......... 88.3
Corning, NY................. 89.5
Chambersburg, PA...... 89.7
Franklin, PA................ 90.3
Lock Haven, PA........... 89.3
Mansfield, PA.............. 91.5
Andrews, SC................ 88.7
Clinton, SC.................. 88.3
Manning, SC................ 88.7
Winnsboro, SC............ 90.9
Brookings, SD............. 89.7
Mitchell, SD................. 89.3
Watertown, SD............ 90.1
Yankton, SD................. 90.7
Pikeville, TN................ 91.3
Bonham, TX................. 91.1
Columbus, TX.............. 91.1
Midland, TX................. 91.7
Palestine, TX............... 91.1
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Continued from page 6

in Christ, that means you are sanctified,
and Jesus Christ has paid the price at Calvary’s cross.
You see, justification and sanctification
are the two most important doctrines for
the human race: Justification for the believing sinner that’s coming to Christ—
the single most important thing in the
world—“Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness” (Gal.
3:6). And then, the second one, sanctification, is power over sin, and that’s the
only way you’ll ever have victory over the
sin nature, victory over sin. So that’s the
most important thing for the child of God:
sanctification.
The Cross
And yet today it is so little understood that
most churches don’t even mention it anymore. I would say that ninety-nine percent of all Christians have no idea what
sanctification is. It means to be set apart
from something—the spirit of the world—
to something, which is the Spirit of God
and that exclusively. But if they know that
much, and that’s about all they know, as to
how to be sanctified, they don’t have the
foggiest idea. Period.
The biggest thing that the child of God
really faces is sanctification. You say, “Well
isn’t the cross the biggest doctrine? We use
the word cross as a doctrine, but really it
isn’t, it’s the foundation of all doctrine. All
biblical doctrine is based on the foundation of the cross. Whenever you see false
doctrine, if you trace it back enough, you’ll
find out that it’s a wrong interpretation of
the cross, a misinterpretation of the cross,
an erroneous interpretation of the cross,
or ignoring the cross—it all centers up in
the cross of Christ; that’s where all false
doctrine has its beginning.
The way the modern church is trying to
overcome sin, if they even try at all, is by
willpower or disciplines. Disciplines as in
a person fasting so much or witnessing so
much, and those are things that should be
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done, but none of that will bring you victory over sin. The old song says, “Victory
over sin and purity within,” it won’t do it.
The Modern Church
The modern church has pretty well discarded all teaching regarding sanctification because they don’t understand it.
I don’t believe the modern church really
understands justification or sanctification.
Churches today, including the Assemblies
of God, the Church of God, the Foursquare, the Pentecostal Holiness, have, regrettably and sadly, adopted psychology as
a means to deal with sin.
That’s because the church doesn’t recognize the power of sin. If it did, the church
wouldn’t try to address sin with the foolishness that they use. Donnie was telling
me of a young man here in Baton Rouge
who was on drugs, and they put him in
a church, and he mowed the yard and
cleaned the restrooms—that was his “rehabilitation” program. And, regrettably,
in a few days he went back on drugs and
committed suicide, took his life.
This is the problem with the church, it
either does not know God’s way, does not
understand God’s way, or else does know
it and chooses to reject it. And then they
try to institute something of their own
devising.

Galatians 1:4 says, “Who gave himself for
our sins, that he might deliver us from this
present evil world, according to the will of
God and our Father.”
The Holy Spirit through Paul said,
“Who gave himself for our sins.” He didn’t
give Himself for us to learn how to present to the world a plan to do this, that, or
the other. He gave Himself for our sins.
Sin is the problem of mankind, ladies and
gentlemen, and believe it or not, sin is the
problem of the church. It’s the problem of
the church, and there’s only one cure for
it—only one remedy—and that is Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.
Sin
The crowning demand of the child of God
is to rid him of sin, and the blood of Jesus
Christ does that when a person accepts
Christ as his Saviour. But we all know that
Satan doesn’t wash his hands of that person, walk away, and say, “Well, he’s saved
now, I can’t bother him anymore.”
The bottom line is this: Believers have
got to come to grips with the sin in their
lives. Satan is not going to give up easily, understand that. He is going to do everything he can to try to steal, kill, and
destroy, and he does that with sin. And,
friend, the only cure for sin is Jesus Christ
and Him crucified; there is no other.
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At times, it’s a little surprising to get emails that ask, “What
does your religion teach?” yet they come in every day, some
from the United States but most from other countries. They
want to compare Christianity to their religions. So, with the
help of my husband’s commentary, let’s compare them.

RELIGION
VS.

Relationship
FIRST OF ALL, Christianity is not a religion—that’s a big difference right there. As
a Christian, I have a relationship with the
Lord. What do I mean by relationship? I
mean that I know the Lord because I talk
with Him—I call on the Lord several times
a day to help me; I ask God to give me
discernment, understanding, and wisdom
several times each day—it’s an interaction
between my Saviour and me.
Listen, God loves His children. He never

10
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lets us down. He helps us even when we’ve
been bad and don’t deserve His help. He
doesn’t cast us aside when we do something wrong. When we come back to Him
in humble repentance, He is very, very
willing to forgive us, and His grace is sufficient to cover all of our sins.
You might not think it’s possible, but
the Lord Jesus Christ can become your
friend. He can become your companion,
your comforter, your strength, your peace,

your joy—all at the same time being your
Saviour. Isn’t that a wonderful truth? That’s
so comforting to me. When I get up in
the mornings, and I come to work, I know
the Lord is with me. Throughout the day,
I know He’s guiding me and directing my
footsteps because that’s the very first thing
that I ask Him to do each morning. When
I leave the office, and I go get in my car to
start home, I know the Lord is with me.
He’s with me. Just as if you and I were to

Visit my website at www.FrancesandFriends.com

| Find us on Facebook

have a conversation—we would visit and
don’t claim to “have a religion.” We say,
talk and laugh—that’s the kind of person- “We’re Christians. We’re followers of Jesus
al relationship that Jesus Christ wants to Christ. He’s our Lord. He’s our Saviour.
have with you today as your Saviour and He’s our Master.”
as your Lord.
Now let’s talk about religion. My husAs a Christian, you can reach the throne
band defines it this way: “Religion in any
room of God in a moment’s time. It’s been form, is always that which is devised by
done millions of times—people fall on man. Therefore, anything other than faith
their knees in repentance or cry out to in Christ and the cross can be labeled as
the Lord for mercy, and He hears them, ‘religion.’”
and He’s makes His presence known
On the other hand, Christianity, he
to them.
says, can be summed up in this phrase
The believing sinner can ask from Philippians 3:9: “The righteousness
for God’s forgiveness and re- which is of God by faith.” Why? Because
ceive it. But to my knowl- this righteousness proceeds from God,
edge, in all of the religions which means that God, and God alone,
of the world, there is no is the source. None is of man—it cannot
teaching on the subject be of man—so if man is to obtain righof forgiveness. That’s be- teousness, he must look outside of himself.
cause there is no atone- That’s one of the reasons that all religions
ment. Every single thing of the world such as Buddhism, Confuthat man receives from cianism, Hinduism, and Islam are bogus.
God—all relationship All of these religions were started by men—
with God, all salvation, men who needed redemption themselves—
the baptism with the Holy so how in the wide world could they imSpirit, divine healing, finan- part righteousness to anyone when they
didn’t have it themselves?
cial prosperity, the knowledge
Christianity is completely different beof the Word of God—all comes
through the blood atonement of cause it comes from God, who became
man—the man, Christ Jesus. As God, He
Christ.
Christianity is alive because our Saviour has the power to change men, and as man,
is alive. They tried to kill Christ, they tried He paid the price on the cross so that man
to keep Him in a tomb, but He didn’t stay could be changed without defiling the justhere, He got out. That means we don’t tice of God.
So why does man, who needs righteoushave to stay there either. Think about
ness but has none of his own, continue to
that—because He lives, we also live.
Christianity is a relationship with our create and chase after religion?
The answer is simple: Man wants to creLord and all that He did to save lost humanity—that’s how it differs from any oth- ate his own rules for righteousness. Relier of the world’s religions. As believers we
gion is devised by man supposedly to help

him reach God, or to help him better himself in some way or manner. It is always
self-improvement in some fashion, and it
seldom makes an effort to curtail his involvement in sin. Consequently, the doing
of these religions makes man feel good—
it’s the greatest narcotic there is—while at
the same time allowing him to maintain
his particular lifestyle, whatever that might
be. All of this is of man and is, therefore,
unacceptable to God.
So what is it that God will accept? To
answer that, we have to go back to His
standard and what He required of man as
it regarded righteousness—the Ten Commandments, listed in Exodus 20:2-17:
•I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.
•Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that
hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my
commandments.
•Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
•Remember the sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all
thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt

“...people fall on their knees in repentance or cry
out to the Lord for mercy, and He hears them, and
He’s makes His presence known to them.”
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not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day,
and hallowed it.
•Honour thy father and thy mother: that
thy days may be long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee.
•Thou shalt not kill.
•Thou shalt not commit adultery.
•Thou shalt not steal.
•Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbour.
•Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing
that is thy neighbour’s.
When we read these Commandments
they seem simple enough; however, due to
man’s depraved, fallen nature, it was and is
impossible for him to keep them. It simply

cannot be done. Because of his fallen nature, man substitutes other gods in place
of his Creator and other saviors in place of
Jesus. Therefore he keeps right on stealing,
murdering, lying, and engaging in immorality and covetousness. This is the cause of
all the trouble and heartache in the world,
even though man refuses to recognize it.
God still demands that mankind come
up to the standard which He gave us in
Exodus 20. Of course, man cannot do this,
so God provided a way that it could be
done: He became man, kept the law in every respect, and took its penalty and curse
upon Himself through His death on the
cross—even though He never failed Himself—all on our behalf. If man exercises
simple faith in what Jesus did—Christianity—then the great righteousness that belongs to Christ—the perfect, pure, spotless
righteousness that He won by keeping the
law completely and handling its penalty
through His death—is given instantly to
the believing sinner and makes him, in the
eyes of God, just as pure as Christ.

“Unfortunately, there are very few
modern Christians today who really
want a relationship with Christ.”

So we see how Christ’s righteousness
enables the believer to have a right relationship with God. No religion in the
whole world offers that because religion
deals with doing while relationship is concerned with being. Religion says, “I can
do it.” Relationship says, “Christ can do
it through me.”
A person with a genuine relationship
with Christ will also perform good works,
but those deeds will emanate from the relationship (James 2:18–26). We are facing
a battle between what is good, and what is
best. Religion constantly involves itself in
doing good things. This is commendable,
but it is not best. God’s way is the best way
because it emphasizes a living relationship
with Christ, and out of this relationship
will come good works.
Philippians 3:9 says, “And be found
in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith:”
The word found carries the idea of a testing of metals to ascertain if it is what it
claims to be. All who are not “in Him,” but
rather in a church, a denomination, any
other particular religion will be found
wanting. It is only that which is “in Him”
that God will recognize.
People are saved by faith in Christ, not
because they do or don’t do certain things.
When these type of things are done, religion is the result and not relationship with
Christ.
Paul learned about religion the hard way.
Before his conversion to Christ, his entire
life was absorbed in religion, yet he did not
have a relationship with Jesus. But at a particular time, God allowed him to hear the
testimony of a person, Stephen, who did
have a living relationship with Jesus (Acts
7:54–60), and what he witnessed in Stephen made a tremendous impact on him.
Unfortunately, there are very few modern Christians today who really want a relationship with Christ. Most desire to make
up their own religion—one that appeases
Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 12

the conscience toward their wrongdoing.
Going back to Paul, prior to his converSadly, there are always plenty of church- sion, he was adamant about his religion:
es that will accommodate about anything “Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock
that these lukewarm believers crave. How- of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Heever, anytime the Word of God is abrogat- brew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a
ed, curtailed, hindered, weakened, or com- Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the
promised, it always falls out to the hurt of church; touching the righteousness which is
the individual who is involved. The prob- in the law, blameless” (Phil. 3:5-6).
The phrase, “Concerning zeal, persecutlem is, these local churches eventually impact entire countries because a nation is ing the church,” portrays the fact that Paul
at that particular time frame in his life
guided much by its religion.
The greatest atrocities in the world (before his conversion) considered his
have taken place in the realm of religion. persecution of the church a meritorious
When men leave God and His ways, they work. That’s how spiritually blind religion
become lifted up in their own self-righ- actually is. Zeal was supposed to be an
teousness, and they justify anything and important part of religion; it still is. Paul
everything they do, irrespective as to how was saying that he had shown the highcruel it might be. That’s how the Pharisees est degree of zeal possible. He had gone
and the Sadducees, the religious leaders so far in his attachment for the religion
of Israel, could crucify the Lord in the of his fathers as to pursue, with purposname of the Lord.
es of death, those who he claimed had

14

departed from it and embraced a different
form of belief.
But on that road to Damascus, praise
God, he falls to the ground when he hears
the voice of the Lord ask, “Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?” I believe people cling
to dead religions and dead churches because they are afraid to face the person of
Jesus Christ. They know that none of their
religious rules, zeal, or self-righteousness
can stand in His presence. But it’s in His
presence that every single person is given
the opportunity to know Him as Saviour,
to walk with Him, and to have fellowship
with Him. When Paul encountered the living Christ, he instantly chose relationship
with Jesus over religion: “And he trembling
and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?”
So, what’s it going to be for you, religion
or relationship?
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On November 10, 1483, Martin Luther was born to Hans and Margaretta Luder
in the small town of Eisleben, Germany. Having been born into the Holy Roman
Empire, Luther was immediately ushered into the strict Catholic lifestyle.

LET THERE

Be Light
MARTIN LUTHER’S father, owning a
nearby copper mine, saw his profession
as harsh and often dangerous. He aspired
for his son to ascend to a greater calling.
He sent a young Martin Luther away to a
highly regarded school. At the age of seventeen, he entered the University of Erfurt, a
premiere university in Germany, where he
received his bachelor’s degree in only two
years and his master’s by the age of twenty-two. Obeying his father’s wishes, young
Luther went on to study law.
Luther became increasingly drawn to
theology and philosophy. He was determined to seek out the meaning of life
through these avenues, but he soon found
little satisfaction in the ideals of philosophy. His concentrated studies made him
aware of the need for divine intervention,
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Part III

spiritual truth, and salvation, but this did
not mean he understood the true grace of
God. In reality, Luther was attempting to
be righteous in God’s sight through works.
Martin Luther became increasingly eager
for a change in his life that would fill the
void in his heart.
Martin Luther had been attending law
school for only a few weeks when his father
sent for him to come home and celebrate
his recent graduation from the university.
On his journey home, Luther found himself in the midst of a tumultuous thunderstorm. The night sky lit up in a magnificent display of nature. The rains poured.
The thunder crashed. Suddenly, a lightning
bolt struck near him. Stricken with panic,
terrified, and desperate, he cried for help:
“Help, St. Anne! I’ll become a monk!” In

times of great adversity, a true believer
knows to call on the name of Jesus, but for
Martin Luther, he knew no better.
After this declaration, the storm quickly subsided, and Luther emerged unscathed. To him, a bolt of lightning was a
sure sign of God’s judgment. Having been
spared of his life and seeing this as divine intervention, Luther kept his bargain
with St. Anne, dropped out of law school,
and immediately entered an Augustinian
monastery, much to the chagrin of his father. His joining of this religious order began a journey that would lead him from
a confused, young monk to a man who
would defy an empire.
Feeling haunted by the insecurity of
his salvation, he felt the monastery to be
a perfect venue to seek assurance. Life as
a monk was not simple, and Luther did
not haphazardly undertake his devotion
to the boundaries of monkhood. Every
waking minute was dedicated to rigorous amounts of fasting, prayer, confession, and pilgrimages—even flagellation.
His room was small. It contained one
chair, a candlestick, and a straw bed. There
was no heating, which made the winters
nearly unbearable. He would beg for food
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in the streets, not for economic reasons,
but for spiritual humility. Eating only once
a day, he became brutally thin, practically
flesh and bones. His fragile, bony figure
was distinctly visible through his gown.
Yet, after all of this self-inflicted torment, peace with God escaped him. The
more he tried to do for God, the more he
became aware of his sinfulness. Nothing
he did could suppress his spiritual turmoil.
The assurance he so longed for evaded
him. Luther would later describe this part
of his life as one of great spiritual despair.
“I lost touch with Christ the Saviour and
Comforter, and made of him the jailer and
hangman of my poor soul.”
He found limited encouragement in
Johann von Staupitz, vicar general of
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Luther’s monastery. Staupitz decided that
Luther needed more work to distract him
from constantly mulling over himself. He
ordered Luther to pursue an academic
career, and in 1507, Luther was ordained
into the priesthood.
Three years later, Luther was given the
opportunity to be a delegate to a church
conference in Rome. Staupitz believed this
trek to Rome would revitalize Luther’s devotion, not only to God but, also, to the
Catholic Church.
Upon Luther’s arrival in Rome, he witnessed nothing less than a hotbed of debauchery. There was witchcraft in the
streets, luxury and apathy among his fellow
clergymen, priests soliciting prostitutes,
and ignorant clerics with no compassion
for the spiritually broken. He became more
disillusioned than ever. Discouraged by the
immorality, wickedness, and corruption he
witnessed among the Catholic priests in
Rome, Luther decided he wanted no part
of this deliberate abuse of authority.
Upon his return to Wittenberg, Luther
lay hold on the Word of God and continued his meticulous study of Scripture.
He went on to receive two bachelor’s degrees in biblical studies and a doctorate

of theology, subsequently accepting a
teaching position on the theological faculty at the University of Wittenberg. The
demands of preparation for delivering
lectures drove Martin Luther to study the
Word of God in even greater depth.
In the book of Romans, the apostle
Paul tells of the “righteousness of God.”
Luther had always understood that phrase
to mean that God was a righteous judge
who demanded human righteousness.
Now, Luther was beginning to understand
righteousness as a gift of God’s grace. This
discovery set Luther afire. He had discovered, or recovered, the doctrine of justification by faith.
A spark ignited.
His awakening to the understanding of
justification opened the divide between
the Roman Catholic Church and himself.
It led him to a fresh understanding of the
doctrines of salvation. Luther finally found
the assurance that had evaded him, and his
critique of the theological world around
him was beginning to take shape.
This article is continued from the October
issue, and will continue in the December
issue of The Evangelist magazine.

“He had discovered, or
recovered, the doctrine of
justification by faith.
A spark ignited.”
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“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.” —II CORINTHIANS 12:9

MY GRACE IS

Sufficient
Part I

THERE IS ONE THING that I try to convey to my congregation, whether at Crossfire or Family Worship Center, and that
is that we as Christians are not exempt
from life’s difficulties. Unlike the methods
presented by the world, practical Christianity is designed by God the Holy Spirit
to face our problems head-on. It’s not on
the mountaintop where we grow as Christians but rather in the crucible of faith. I
wish that were not the case, but it is during
this time—in the crucible—where we find
out who God really is and who we really
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are. We must prepare ourselves even now
to face these issues because many will
come when we least expect them. Please
remember that these difficulties are not
liabilities; they are, however, key to our
Christian experience.
To prove our point, let’s take a look at
the apostle Paul. Here is a man who is the
very epitome of Christianity, who is, quite
possibly, the greatest example of Christianity that Christ would ever produce.
And yet, we find the apostle dealing with
an issue that is causing him some serious
problems. What these problems were we
really have no way of knowing; they could
have been that which he described in the
previous chapter, but that is just conjecture at this point. Whatever the issue, it
was difficult and it seemed as if the enemy
was trying to kill him. But in the midst
of this trial, Paul made a statement that
we might find odd: “Yet of myself I will
not glory, but in mine infirmities” (II Cor.
12:5). Why would Paul make a statement
like this? Why would he say that he would
glory in his infirmities?
I believe the answer is simple: The reason why Paul would rather glory in his
infirmities is so that pride would not creep
in and cause even more problems in his
life. Take a look at this: here is a man who,
according to his own words, was taken
up into the third heaven (the first heaven is the sky above, the second heaven
is the starry space, and the third heaven
is the place where God dwells), and was
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possibly given at that time the meaning of
the new covenant, which is the message of
the cross. Paul said that he saw and heard
things that mortal eyes could not comprehend, nor would mortal ears be able
to fully understand what had been given.
This could have been, and no doubt was,
one of the most remarkable things ever
witnessed and could cause one to be lifted up in pride. So Paul would state that he
would much rather glory in his infirmities
than in what he had received.
The idea is this: if this man, the apostle Paul, was in danger of spiritual pride,
then all of us are at risk of the same thing.
Pride was the cause of Lucifer’s fall and
the crowning sin of man. Pride is nothing
more than self-exaltation—a belief that all
accomplishments one experiences in life
result from his own doing. In the case of
Christians, self-righteousness is an arrogance that something has happened to
them and to no one else. Paul feared that
self-righteousness would creep in, which
made him state that he would rather glory
in his infirmities. He did not want to be
puffed up, which would cause people to
look to him rather than Christ.
There is a danger in people placing others on pedestals, and I strongly encourage
anyone who is reading this to never put
a person on a pedestal. There is only one

“...the Lord might be allowing
that situation to keep
you humble and to keep you
seeking Him.”
person who belongs on any pedestal, and
that is Christ. I pray that you love, respect,
and appreciate my ministry, but do not
place me or any other minister in a position of the be-all and end-all. We are not
to be looked at as celebrities or famous
people just because we are on television
all over the world. We have been given
a platform to declare the message of Jesus Christ and Him crucified to the world,
but we are not above anyone else. We are
not without our faults and struggles; we
are human just like you, and we bleed the
same as you. We hurt the same way you
hurt. We all have fallen short of the glory
of God, and will continue to do so while
on this earth. However, there is one who
deserves to be on that pedestal—He who
is without fault and suffered as no man has
suffered as our representative man and
the Last Adam—Jesus Christ. He alone
is worthy of man’s adulation and praise
because He has overcome the world, the
flesh, and the devil. He is the perfect one,
the magnificent and mighty warrior, and
the Saviour of all mankind. Jesus Christ is
the most influential person who has ever
lived and has impacted more lives than
anyone else. He is the Deliverer, the Healer, the Restorer of souls, the Redeemer, the
Baptizer, the Blesser, and the soon coming
King. None should point to any other person outside of Christ, for He is the answer
to all of life’s problems. We should point
people to Him and Him Alone, for He can
and will meet their needs.
Whatever his problems were, Paul

related to them as being a thorn in his
flesh, something that would not go away.
But these things, whatever they might
have been, were allowed by God to keep
him humble. It is no different with us. At
times, God allows or orchestrates certain
things to take place as a preventative measure to keep us on our knees before Him
and continually seek His face in all things.
And like Paul, God may not take those
things away from us no matter how much
we ask Him to. Remember, Paul prayed
on three separate occasions for God to remove this thorn, but God would not.
There are some of you who have sought
God on many occasions to remove certain
things from your life, but the Lord has not
seen fit to do so, and you are beginning
to wonder why. If you are feeling like the
Lord has not heard your prayer, or that
your prayers are going unanswered, the
Lord might be allowing that situation to
keep you humble and to keep you seeking
Him. The answer that God gave Paul was a
simple, but firm “No.” He was not going to
remove it just yet, for God was more concerned with Paul than He was Paul’s ministry. It is no different today. God is more
concerned with you than your ministry. If
you are right, then your ministry will be
right. Everything that we go through in
life has been designed for a purpose and
a reason and will serve as lessons from
which we can learn.
This article will be continued in the next
issue of The Evangelist.
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OTA........................ 22.3 / 50.3
Safford, Show Low
Cable One............................... 91
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ARKANSAS
Ft. Smith, Fayetteville
Springdale, Rogers
OTA.................................. 16.2
Little Rock
OTA.........................14.2 / 49.3

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Washington DC
RCN........................................ 55
Cox......................................... 28
Comcast.......... Check local listings
OTA...................................... 68.1

C

F

Channel

CALIFORNIA
Bakersfield
Spectrum.............. 499 / 1499 HD
OTA.................................. 34.6
Beaumont
Spectrum.............................. 470
Burlington
VolPTV.................................. 115
Fresno
OTA.................................. 35.3
Los Angeles
Cox....................................... 483
Spectrum.............................. 470
OTA.................................. 20.1
Verizon.............................. 297
Palm Desert, San Diego
Spectrum.............................. 470
Redding/Chico
OTA.................................. 41.2
Sacramento
OTA...........................9.1 / 49.6
Salinas
OTA.................................. 27.4
San Rafael
Lucas Valley Cable................. 487
San Francisco
Comcast.................................. 21
Wave Division.................... 21 / 26
San Bruno Cable............. 18 / 370
Google Fiber............................ 38
Horizon Cable.......................... 38
OTA............................38 / 68.3
Santa Maria, San Luis Obispo,
Santa Barbara
OTA.................................. 40.2
COLORADO
Denver
Comcast.................................. 91
OTA...........................5.1 / 16.3
CONNECTICUT
Hartford, Newtown, Northaven
Cablevision.............................. 24
Spectrum.............. 22 / 129 / 854
Comcast......... 24 / 90 / 190 / 192
Cox......................................... 75
Frontier................................. 136
OTA.................................. 42.1
Manchester
Cox Cable................................ 72

D

Channel

DELAWARE
Wilmington
Comcast................................ 487

Channel

FLORIDA
Astor, Astatuloa, Lakes of Mt. Dora,
Magnolia Point
Florida Cable Inc.................... 168
Fort Myers-Naples
OTA.................................. 22.3
Gainesville
OTA....................................... 2
Jacksonville
OTA..................................... 24
Miami
OTA.................................. 16.2
Orlando
Spectrum.............. 231 / 1116 HD
OTA.................................. 55.4
Tallahassee
OTA....................................... 4
Tampa (Hillsborough, Manatee,
St. Petersburg)
Spectrum.............. 199 / 1116 HD
OTA.................................. 43.1
West Palm Beach
OTA.................................. 57.3

G

Channel

GEORGIA
Atlanta
Comcast.................................. 28
OTA.................................. 16.2
Milledgeville
Bulldog................................. 112
Savannah
OTA..................................... 46
Statewide
Spectrum...................157 / 782

H

Channel

WOW (Wide Open West).......... 194
Comcast....................... 115 / 365
OTA.................................. 35.2
Hamilton County, Dahlgren
Hamilton County
Communications Inc................ 16
Highland
Hamilton Communications
Services................................ 161
Metamora
MTCO.................................... 201
Peoria
Comcast.................................. 74
Rockford
Comcast................................ 103
INDIANA
Indianapolis
Spectrum.............. 257 / 1257 HD
OTA.................................. 28.3
Comcast.................................. 90
South Bend
Comcast................................ 111
Terre Haute
Spectrum.............................. TBA
IOWA
Des Moines, Aimes
OTA............................14 / 36.2
Sioux City
Cable One................................ 91

K

Channel

KANSAS
Dodge City
United Telecom...................... 162
Emporia
Cable One................................ 91
Wichita, Hutchinson Plus
OTA.................................. 40.4
KENTUCKY
Bowling Green
OTA.................................. 39.4
Independence
Cincinnati Bell....................... 265
London, Owensboro
Spectrum.............................. TBA
Louisville
OTA..................21 / 25.6 / 50.1

HAWAII
Statewide
Spectrum.............. 406 / 1406 HD

L

I

LOUISIANA
Baton Rouge, New Orleans,
Lafayette
Cox Cable.............................. 273
Baton Rouge
OTA.................................. 14.1
Monroe
OTA.................................. 39.4
Plaquemine
Clear Choice Cable................. 225
Prairieville, Gonzales
Cox Cable.............................. 389

Channel

IDAHO
Boise
OTA.................................. 41.3
Pocatello, Idaho Falls, Twin Falls
Cable One................................ 91
ILLINOIS
Champaign
OTA..................................... 46
Chicago
RCN...................................... 270

Channel

Shreveport
OTA..................................... 14

M

Channel

MAINE
Augusta, Bangor, Portland,
York, Saco
Spectrum.............................. 489
MASSACHUSETTS
Boston
RCN............................... 21 / 270
Spectrum......... 17 / 25 / 1231 HD
MetroCast Cablevision.............. 20
Shrewsbury
Community................... 24 / 1231
Beld Broadband.............. 20 / 520
Telephone & Data Sys.... 62 / 1062
Comcast......................... 20 / 813
Worcester
Spectrum..................... 129 / 854
MICHIGAN
Detroit
Comcast................................ 389
Spectrum.............................. 158
WOW (Wide Open West).......... 194
OTA............... 14.5 / 19.2 / 47.3
Oakland County, Livonia
Spectrum..................... 179 / 379
MINNESOTA
Minneapolis
Comcast................................ 191
Minneapolis, St. Paul
OTA.................................. 25.2
Rochester
Spectrum..................... 150 / 705
Thief River Falls
Sjoberg’s Inc.......................... 182
MISSISSIPPI
Biloxi, Columbus, Grenada
Cable One................................ 91
MISSOURI
Higginsville
Citizen’s Cablevision............... 122
Joplin, Pittsburg
OTA.................................. 49.3
Kansas City
Spectrum.............................. 470
OTA.................................. 21.3
Kirksville
Cable One................................ 91
St. Louis
Spectrum..................... 109 / 775
OTA.................................... 7.2
Excelsior Springs
New Dawn Fiber....................... 15

N

Channel

NEBRASKA
Auburn, Columbus, Fremont,
Lincoln
Spectrum.............................. 470

Norfolk
Cable One................................ 91
Omaha
OTA.................................. 48.4
NEVADA
Las Vegas
OTA.................................. 30.3
Reno
Spectrum...................139 / 890
NEW ENGLAND
Region-wide
Spectrum........................... 470
NEW JERSEY
Audubon, Burlington, Central
Gloucester, Jersey City,
Meadowlands, Monmouth,
Ocean County, Plainfield,
Pleasantville, Princeton,
Somerset, Hillborough, Trenton,
Union, Vineland
Comcast................................ 190
Long Beach Island
Comcast.................................. 22
Northwest
Comcast................................ 280
Toms River
Comcast.................................. 19
NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque
Comcast.................................. 91
OTA.................................. 32.3
Rio Rancho
Cable One................................ 91
NEW YORK
Albany, Binghamton (Montros,
Bath, Jamestown), Buffalo,
Syracuse, New York
Spectrum.............................. 470
Buffalo
OTA.................................. 56.6
Spectrum.............................. 470
Cobleskill
OTA.................................. 41.4
Carmel
Comcast................................ 191
New York
Cablevision.............................. 15
Spectrum....................... 22 / 470
Comcast.................... 19 / 27 / 15
Frontier................................... 43
RCN............................... 39 / 270
OTA.........................42.1 / 43.1
Rochester
Spectrum.............................. 470
NORTH CAROLINA
Asheboro, Denton, New London
Randolph Telephone............... 257
Charlotte
Comporium............................ 391
Spectrum....................... 81 / 470
OTA.................................. 46.3
Fayetteville
OTA.................................. 15.3

Asheboro, Greensboro, Raleigh
Spectrum.............................. 470
Raleigh-Durham
OTA.................................. 16.3
Wilmington
OTA.................................. 43.2
NORTH DAKOTA
Enderlin
MLGC Enderlin...................... 150

Choice Cable........................... 41
San Juan
OTA.........................25.2 / 42.1

O

S

Channel

OHIO
Akron
OTA.........................27.3 / 41.3
Akron, Canton, Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Dayton
Spectrum.............. 388 / 1388 HD
Cincinnati
OTA.................................. 25.6
Cleveland
WOW (Wide Open West).......... 193
OTA.........................27.3 / 41.3
Spectrum.............. 388 / 1388 HD
Columbus
Spectrum.............. 388 / 1388 HD
WOW (Wide Open West).......... 193
Toledo
Buckeye................................ 109
Wapakoneta
Telephone Service
Company, Inc.......................... 75
OKLAHOMA
Altus
Cable One................................ 91
Clarksdale, Batesville
Cable One................................ 91
Duncan
Cable One................................ 91
Oklahoma City
OTA.................................. 22.2
Ponca City
Cable One................................ 91
Tulsa
OTA.................................. 48.2
OREGON
Medford
Spectrum..................... 173 / 802

P

Channel

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia
Comcast........................... 24 / 25
OTA..................................... 51
Philadelphia
RCN................................. 17 / 51
Service Electric Cable TV... 22 / 26
Blue Ridge Comm............... 8 / 24
PUERTO RICO
Region-wide
Claro....................................... 24
Dish.......................................... 7
Liberty Cable........................... 41

R

Channel

RHODE ISLAND
Providence
Cox Cable................................ 70
Channel

SOUTH CAROLINA
Charleston
Comcast................................ 270
Columbia, Statewide
Spectrum.............................. 470
Rock Hill, Fort Mill, Lancaster,
York, Chester, Clover, Lake Wylie
Comporium Cable................... 391
Spartanburg, Greenville
OTA.................................. 16.3
SOUTH DAKOTA
Beresford
Beresford Cablevision............. 487

T

Channel

TENNESSEE
Dyersburg
Cable One................................ 91
Jackson
OTA.................................. 27.4
Memphis
OTA............................26.5 / 44
Nashville
OTA.................................. 31.3
TEXAS
Abilene
Harris Broadband..................... 17
Alma-Garret
Spectrum................................ 12
Amarillo
Cable One................................ 91
OTA.................................. 22.3
Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas,
Fort Worth, San Antonio,
Waco, Killeen
Spectrum.............................. 470
Austin
OTA.................................. 17.3
Balch Springs
Suddenlink................ 20 / 107HD
Bryan
OTA.................................. 34.6
Carrollton
Spectrum................................ 14
Dallas
Rio Holdings................. 17 / 8147
Greenville Electric
Utility............................. 22 / 222
Nortex Comm. Co............ 21 / 121
Northland Cable
Television.................. 12 / 96 / 10
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TEXAS (cont.)
Dallas
Millennium Telcom LLC............ 27
Alenco Communications............. 3
OTA.................................. 52.1
Spectrum.............................. 470
Denton
Spectrum.................... 6 / 749 HD
Duncanville
Charter...................... 13 / 749 HD
Ennis
Spectrum.................. 12 / 750 HD
Greenville
Geus Cable............................ 551
Greenville (Commerce)
Spectrum.................. 22 / 742 HD
Houston
Comcast.................................. 76
OTA.................................. 10.2
Lubbock
OTA.................................. 29.4
Odessa
OTA.................................. 22.3
Park Cities
Spectrum.................... 3 / 749 HD
Pilot Point
Suddenlink................ 97 / 197 HD
Port Lavaca, Aransas Pass,
Texarkana
Cable One................................ 91
Rockwall
Spectrum.................. 14 / 749 HD
Sherman
Suddenlink..................... 95 / 714
Temple
OTA.................................. 34.6
Throckmorton, Lake Graham,
Newcastle
TGN Cable............................. 487
Waco
OTA.................................. 34.6
Waxahachie
Spectrum................................ 12

U

Channel

UTAH
Salt Lake City
Comcast.................................. 91
OTA.................................. 23.2

W

Channel

WASHINGTON
Goldendale
J&N Cable............................. 487
Seattle
Comcast......................... 14 / 102
Frontier................................... 24
OTA.........................24.1 / 46.3
WASHINGTON DC
Washington DC
RCN........................................ 55
Cox......................................... 28
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Comcast.......... Check local listings
OTA...................................... 68.1
WEST VIRGINIA
Riverton
SKSRT.................................... 34
Wheeling
Comcast................................ 190
WISCONSIN
Green Bay
Spectrum.............. 388 / 1388 HD
Madison
OTA.................................... 8.3
Milwaukee
Spectrum.............. 388 / 1388 HD
AT&T............................ 68 / 1068
OTA.................................. 68.8

Excludes Sydney................... 55
Northern Territory
Darwin, Central..................... 74
Queensland
Cairns, Townsville, Mackay,
Rockhampton, Maryborough,
Toowoomba, Excludes
Brisbane.............................. 55
South Australia
(Spencer Gulf Area), Loxton,
Mt. Gambier, Griffith, Mildura,
Excludes Adelaide................. 54
Tasmania
Launceston, Hobart............... 64
Victoria
Albury, Ballarat, Bendigo,
Gippsland, Shepparton,
Excludes Melbourne.............. 55
AUSTRIA
AustriaSat............................313

B

Channel

BARBADOS
Lime TV................................. 4
BELGIUM
TéléSAT...............................532
TV Vlaanderen......................356
BRAZIL
NATIONWIDE:
StarOne C2 Satellite
sonlifetv.com for more info
Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo
Net Cable............................188
BULGARIA
Dcable, 3 Air Media

C

A

Channel

ASIA & INDIA
ABS 1
sonlifetv.com for more info
AFRICA
Intelsat 20
Thaicom 5
Northern Africa
Hot Bird 6
sonlifetv.com for more info
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
OPTUS D2
sonlifetv.com for more info
AUSTRALIA
Foxtel® NATIONWIDE.............186
Terrestrial Television Channels:
New South Wales
Canberra, Wollongong, Orange,
Dubbo, Wagga

Channel

FRANCE
WEBSERVICE - Play Media
Canal Sat

G

Channel

GERMANY
Kabel Deutschland................847
Unity Cable..........................238
Kabel BW............................302
Sky Deutschland...................975
Stadtwerke...........................442
HD+...................................... 983
Zattoo
Astra 1
sonlifetv.com for more info
Cologne, Dusseldorf, Bonn & Aachen
Net Cologne........................... 409

I

Channel

ISRAEL
Hot Cable.............................. 180
Hot Bird 6
sonlifetv.com for more info
ITALY
Tivu......................................... 79
Sky Italia............................... 850

M

Channel

MIDDLE EAST
Hot Bird 6
Eutelsat 25
sonlifetv.com for more info

N

Channel

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Lime TV..............................104
CENTRAL & SOUTH
AMERICA / CARIBBEAN
Hispasat 1E
sonlifetv.com for more info
CZECH REPUBLIC
Skylink................................265

NETHERLANDS
Canal Digital.......................... 208
NEW ZEALAND
Sky....................................... 203
OTA........................ Hill Nelson-26
OTA........................ Takaka Hill-27

D

POLAND
Korbank
MGK

Channel

DENMARK
Viasat.................................205

E

Channel

EUROPE
Hot Bird 6
sonlifetv.com for more info

F

Channel

FINLAND
Viasat.................................205

P

R

Channel

Channel

RUSSIA & EASTERN EUROPE
Amos 2............................ 4˚ West
RUSSIA WEST
Yamal 1
sonlifetv.com for more info

S

Channel

SLOVAKIA
Skylink.................................. 265

SOUTH AMERICA
Intelsat 21
sonlifetv.com for more info
SPAIN
Canal+.................................. 463
SWEDEN
Viasat.................................... 205
SWITZERLAND
Zattoo

T

Channel

TANZANIA
Push Media
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Air Link Communications.......... 25

U

Channel

UNITED KINGDOM
Sky Satellite.......................... 593
Freesat.................................. 695
Freeview................................ 239
Until a channel comes to your
area, enjoy your favorite radio and
television programs by visiting
www.sonlifetv.com. You can
already view live services and
prerecorded programming online!

Be Inspired Every Day.
Devotional time with the Lord each day is crucial to the growth of every
Christian. What makes this devotional different from all others is that The
Expositor’s Word For Every Day is the product of a revelation—the revelation of
the Cross, which changes lives.
A Scripture is provided for each day of the year, including leap year, followed
by a short teaching by Brother Swaggart related to the Cross of Christ.
The wealth of information regarding Bible doctrines, help for everyday
living, strength, encouragement, hope, and blessing contained in this pocketsized volume is exceptional. (892 PAGES, HARDBACK)
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Experience the difference at
Resurrection Campmeeting!
April 8-12, 2020
Make your plans now to attend Resurrection Campmeeting 2020.
This is truly a meeting for all ages! For a listing of precampmeeting
sessions, schedule of services, accommodation information, or to
preregister, visit www.jsmcampmeeting.org or call 225.768.3438

Jimmy Swaggart

Donnie Swaggart

Gabriel Swaggart

Family Worship Center Church
8919 World Ministry Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70810
www.jsmcampmeeting.org
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JSBC HELPS
TO PREPARE
AN “ARMY”
FOR THE LORD
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Our daughter is beginning her third year
at Jimmy Swaggart Bible College (JSBC).
We are so thankful to God for what He is
doing in her life, and JSBC has been a big
part of it. Her knowledge of God’s Word
has increased tremendously, as well as her
ability to deliver His message with clarity
and accuracy. The fruits of the Holy Spirit
in her personal life have grown. As parents,
we realized the importance of releasing our
daughter to God’s will for her life. >>

“I’m from South Africa and work in Saudi Arabia.
I just want to say thank you for the Word of
God preaching across borders into Saudi Arabia.”
All letters are current and may have been edited for space.

God has a great plan for her, and all of the El Shaddai keeps blessing you and your
precious students at JSBC. I have grown wonderful ministry. May He keep you in
to love many of my daughter’s classmates, good health. Never stop singing!
and I pray daily for the students at JSBC. —South Africa
They are a mighty Army of God being prepared to serve Him in these last days. God
bless all of you! —Florida
RIGHT THROUGH THE SCREEN...
I don’t know where to begin. I was sitting
in my living room broken and defeated
when I channel surfed on to your network
and Brother Swaggart spoke to me right
through the screen. What he said brought
me to tears as I repented then and there.
At that time he prayed, and I felt the Holy
Ghost sweep over my spirit! Thanks be
to God for his unspeakable gift! Oh, and
thank God for Jimmy Swaggart!
—Email

FAITHFUL VIEWER LOVES JSM
Brother Jimmy, I find you such a blessing
in my life, since the early 1980s. When I
am in such a deep dark hole, and my faith
is at its lowest, and I feel like giving up,
I put one of your music DVDs or CDs
on and a bright light goes on around me.
Peace flows through me. Watching your
old crusades, you on the piano and your
blessed voice—El Shaddai has always and
will always use you mightily. You have no
idea what a comfort you are to me after all
these years. At the age of sixty-eight you
are still the only one. I have so many of
your teachings. Your old end-time prophetic teachings are still my faves. I pray

CROSSFIRE BIBLE IS BEST GIFT
I just wanted to say my grandfather had
purchased me a Crossfire Bible from the
Bible-thon y’all had this month, and let
me say it is the best Bible I’ve ever read!
It brings so much life to the Scriptures
and makes you learn the Bible in a more
clear way. I just wanted to say thank y’all
for this Bible and say a prayer for me as
I’ve had a lot going on in my mind and
heart lately. —Email

speaking in tongues, and He explained
how to let the free flow of the Holy Spirit bring the words that flowed in to my
mind, it happened. In my living room
they poured out for the first time ever!
I’m a sixty-eight-year-old disabled Vietnam veteran married forty-six years, and
now I thank God for His only Son Jesus
who died upon the cross for me every day,
and now to experience the Holy Spirit in
a way I never have before is a life blessing to me! Thanks for Donnie’s teaching
of God’s Word. —Missouri
SBN AROUND THE WORLD
I’m from South Africa and work in Saudi
Arabia. I just want to say thank you for
the Word of God preaching across borders into Saudi Arabia. You bless me
every day, and I thank God for
people like you. Your ministry
is in my prayer.
—South Africa

THE GIFT OF TONGUES
The most incredible thing happened
to me today as I was watching Pastor
Donnie preach on Acts. I am Pentecostal but never understood how to speak
in tongues, yet when he had the people
gather around the octagon who were
born-again believers yet struggle with

Email your thoughts and comments to info@jsm.org
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BOB

CORNELL

I’m reminded of a fight I was involved in with a neighborhood bully when I was a twelveyear-old boy living in North Utica, New York. It was one of several fights with neighborhood
bullies that year. I wasn’t looking to fight, but the bullies came looking for me.

Do Not Look Away
From Jesus
I DO NOT advocate fighting at all, only in self-defense. Without going into all
the details, in one of those fights, I got sucker punched in the eye when I briefly
looked away from the bully. It became a swollen, black eye that I will never forget.
Why did I look away? Well, it was because I didn’t want to fight. The bully had
about ten of his friends with him, and I only had one. I tried to talk my way out
of what seemed to be an obvious beat down, then I looked away, and boom! He
hit me—hard. The bully was satisfied with his punch and the fear he saw in my
friend and me, so he and his friends let us go. His seventeen-year-old brother
had punched me too.
That day the bully got the victory, but in the end, I won the war.
Later on that same day, I was hitting some baseballs in an open field. An older
teenager happened to walk by, saw me with my black eye and asked, “What happened to you?” (There was a group of older teenagers in my neighborhood that
liked me.) I told him what happened, and the Spirit of God gave me the street
smarts to tell him that the bully’s seventeen-year-old brother had punched me
too. He said, “Don’t you worry about,” and he called the boy’s name. “I’ll take
care of him!”
I don’t know what he did to that bully and his seventeen-year-old brother,
but apparently it scared them good. The next morning, the bully’s older brother
came to my house, pleading for forgiveness for him and his bully brother, which
I gave. I was completely shocked. Needless to say, I saw that bully several times
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afterward, but never had a problem with in Christ has opponents. There will always
him or his friends ever again. I had some be enemies to our faith and dependence
older friends looking out for me. This was in Christ and the cross. When we encounone of those childhood memories that I ter opposition or temptations—not if, but
look back on with fondness.
when—it will not always be easy to have a
There are numerous spiritual parallels focused faith on Jesus and what He has acin this story that could be drawn out, but complished for us on the cross. This “fight”
I will focus on one: When I looked away, to keep trusting in Christ—when we, in
I got hit. Even though it was just for a our weariness or apathy, want to look away
moment, that bully knew I didn’t want to to something else—is a very real fight.
The difference between our lives as befight, so he took advantage the moment
lievers and my fight as a twelve-year-old
my focus was off of him.
In our lives as believers, we are called is that I looked away from my opponent;
to “fight the good fight of faith” (I Tim. whereas we can look away from our Sav6:12). The word fight—agon from which iour, Jesus. In Hebrews 12:2 Paul wrote,
we get the words agony and agonize—lit- “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisherally meant “to fight, to struggle, to com- er of our faith.” He used the word looking
pete for the win.” It was mostly used in as a synonym of faith, belief, and depenregards to athletes who competed in the dence. Figuratively, our faith has “eyes.”
Greek games. The Holy Spirit led Paul to The word looking means “to gaze upon, to
describe faith in this way because our faith stare, to keep looking at.” We are to have

a focused faith in Jesus Christ and all that
He has done for us and to us on the cross.
Sometimes in our weariness, apathy, or
busyness of life, we can become distracted in our faith. It is in those seasons, or
even in those moments, when we look
away from Christ that we open ourselves
to sin, pride, and overwhelming discouragement. It is not always easy to depend
on who Christ is and who He has made
us through His death at Calvary. The fight
is not against sin. I emphasis that point:
Our fight is not against sin. The fight is to
keep our focus of faith on Jesus and His
victory on the cross. He won the victory
over sin and every enemy. He conquered
our enemies and gave us His victory. Paul
called it “the good fight of faith” because
it is a fight in which we win over every
enemy—all through our dependence in
Christ’s victory at the cross.
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“Oh that men would praise the Lord for
His goodness, and for his wonderful works to
the children of men! And let them sacrifice
the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his
works with rejoicing.” —PSALM 107:21-22

Oh That
Men Would
PRAISE
the Lord
The Call To Praise
The Psalmist calls upon all men to lift the
praises of the Lord. Without debate, God
is worthy to be praised. The God I speak
of is the Creator of heaven and earth, sea
and sky, and all that is in them. He has
given life to every living creature on this
planet. He has breathed the breath of life
into all humanity. Nothing exists without Him and everything owes its ability
to live or thrive successfully to Him. He
upholds the law of creation and consistency in His hands and all things exist
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refuse to acknowledge His existence, the
wrath of God will abide upon their lives.
Every man should hear and answer the
call to praise the living God.

and consist due to His will and by His
power. He is worthy to be praised simply
because He alone is God. There are not The Reasons For Praise
multiple “Gods” in this world; there is “Why should I praise the Lord?” a man
only one. He is the magnificent, omnipo- may ask. The Psalmist declares that God
tent, omniscient, omnipresent God of the is a good God! This same God saw the
Bible. And the Psalmist tells us that He need of man’s redemption and sacrificed
is worthy to be praised. When humanity His own Son in order to provide forgiveis thankful for life and acknowledges the ness and freedom from both the penalGod of creation, God is well pleased and ty and power of sin—for all those who
will continually draw that man toward an would believe. It is God’s will that every
intimate relationship with Him. For those man should participate in the salvation
who refuse to be thankful or who even afforded by Jesus Christ (II Peter 3:9).

Whosoever will may come and drink of
the water of life that He offers freely! His
wonderful salvation exhibited toward and
offered to mankind makes Him worthy
of our praise. And for those who have
come into covenant relationship with
Him through faith in Christ, His goodness and His covenant benefits abound.

These benefits can be realized in our
present and will produce beneficial consequences for all eternity. His graciousness toward believers is amazingly and
outstandingly marvelous. Just when we
need Him, He appears on the scene with
the exact provision required. We are to

praise Him for His expressed goodness
toward us and the wonderful work of salvation which He has made available to all.
The Sacrifice Of Praise
The Psalmist also declares that those who
are in covenant relationship with the Lord
should prepare themselves to sacrifice the
sacrifices of thanksgiving. What does this
mean? It means there will be times in the
lives of believers when circumstances will
be very difficult and seemingly impossible to lift our voices and praise the Lord.
Thanksgiving and praise will seem conflicting to our present surroundings. It will
make no sense that we should glorify and
thank Him for all that He does for us. Situations will surely arise that will threaten
our faith and call us to doubt the goodness
of God and even the reality of God. Powers
of darkness will sit on our shoulders and
speak to us the lies of the enemy. They will
tell us that God is not real. They will speak
to us that God does not care. They will try
to tell us that God is busy somewhere other
than where we are. But the lies of our spiritual enemies must not stop us from being
willing to praise God. He has promised to
never leave us nor forsake us.
Faith admits the presence of adversity,
it does not deny it. Faith does not try to
confess untoward situations away or ignore the fact of their existence. Faith acknowledges the attacks of the enemy but
does not fail to turn its eyes toward God
in a time of great difficulty or heartache.
In these times, praise becomes a sacrifice. We do not feel like praising the Lord.
We wonder even if we should. But God’s

Word declares that He is forever worthy
of praise. It is our responsibility to express heartfelt thanksgiving at all times.
So with a face wet with tears, we lift our
eyes to the heavens and declare that our
God is faithful. We continue to believe
that He is loving, full of goodness, and
interested in our situation. We put on the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. We give to Him all glory, despite
what we are going through. Our faith
declares that He is always worthy and is
greatly to be praised. We will offer to Him
the sacrifice of praise!
The Witness Of Praise
The believer is also instructed to declare
the works of God accompanied with rejoicing. This reveals a grateful heart. A
person who has been the beneficiary of
God’s supernatural supply and prominent
provision should openly declare that his
God has done what no one else could ever
do. If God has been good to you, then let
the world know it. Declare publicly whenever and to whomever you can how wonderful God is. Declare how magnificently
He has kept His promises and worked His
wonders on your behalf. The world does
not need to know about another ritualistic religious relationship with an uncaring
God. They need to know about the relationship that we have with the living God
who comes to our defense; who meets our
every need. The one who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we
could ever ask or think. Our God is worthy to receive thanksgiving and praise!
Oh that men would praise the Lord!

“Declare publicly whenever and to whomever you
can how wonderful God is. Declare how
magnificently He has kept His promises and worked
His wonders on your behalf.”
www.jsm.org THE EVANGELIST NOVEMBER 2019
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Sp iritual
FORMATION

Part I

Recently I was given a list of books that were
recommended by the leadership of a large Fortune 500
company. The leadership was asked which thoughtprovoking books they recently read inspired them.
WITHIN THE LIST of twelve books they
recommended were several that I found
most interesting. At the top of the list were
two books that dealt with meditation and
one that dealt with trying to understand
God through human reasoning.
One of the books on meditation was
written by an author who boasts of being
a Tibetan priest. The world is ever exploring how to find God within themselves
through Far Eastern meditation; while
Buddhist meditation principles have also
crept into the church unawares. It began
with yoga and now has expanded with
spiritual formation. A recent Christianity
Today article says, “Spiritual formation is
in.” Although the term spiritual formation
sounds innocuous, its tenants are spiritually dangerous and harmful.
Over the last thirty years we have seen
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a departure from the truth of God’s Word.
What has been filling the void is a move
toward mysticism. Few Bible teachers saw
this avalanche coming and are now buried in a cesspool of unbiblical error. One
of the consequences of ignoring or minimizing the correct doctrines of the Word
of God has been the rise in mystical experiences. The escalation of these experiences are presented to convince the unsuspecting that Christianity is more about
feeling, touching, smelling and “seeing”
God” than believing or understanding
His Word.
Thomas Merton
Thomas Merton believed what was lacking in the modern church was mysticism.
The foundational idea behind spiritual
foundation was to introduce the idea of

mysticism to awaken God’s people. Mysticism was and is practiced by Roman
Catholic mystics—those known as the
Desert Fathers and others—who used
far Eastern meditation to enhance their
experiential knowledge of God. Thomas
Merton had learned from a Hindu swami named Mahanambrata Brahmachari
that anyone could obtain mystical properties from the Catholic mystics. Merton
set out to bring mysticism, often called
contemplative prayer, to the Catholic and
Christian world. However, due to an unexpected early death, Merton was not able
to fulfill his goal.
Richard Foster picked up Merton’s mantle and in 1978 introduced his book, Celebration of Discipline. In a pastoral letter
Foster wrote: “When I first began writing
in the field in the late 70s and early 80s the

term spiritual formation was hardly known,
except for highly specialized references to
the Catholic orders. Today, it is a rare person who has not heard the term. Seminary
courses in spiritual formation proliferate
like baby rabbits. Huge numbers are seeking to become certified spiritual directors
to answer the cry of multiplied thousands
for spiritual direction.
Countless Christian evangelical leaders
have jumped on the Foster spiritual formation train. Rick Warren considers the spiritual formation craze to be “a worthy wakeup call.” Warren would extol the need for
the church to reemphasize its need for this
neglected purpose. He claims, “A re-emphasis on developing believers to full maturity has been the focus … authors such
as …Richard Foster and Dallas Willard
have underscored the importance of building up Christians and establishing personal spiritual disciplines.”
What Is Spiritual Formation?
A Christianity Today article summarized
spiritual formation in this way: “Formation, like the forming of a pot from clay,
brings you mind shaping and molding,
helping something potential become
something actual. Spiritual formation
speaks of a shaping process with reference
to the spiritual dimension of a person’s life.
Christian spiritual formation thus refers
to the process by which believers become
more fully confirmed and united with
Christ.
What is conveniently left out of their
statement is, what is the process of how
it is done? The how is done through spiritual disciplines. The most ardent of the

disciplines is the discipline of silence. The is carrying on the Hindu message of “God
silence is an altered state that is reached is in all things”; this is known as panenthrough a mantra-like meditation, some- theism. He further believes that God is all
times referred to as breath prayers. When things—pantheism. This teaching negates
you go into this silent state, you will elim- that man is sinful and heading for eternal
inate distractions, most particularly your damnation and in need of a Saviour.
thoughts. Only then will you be able to
hear God’s voice. He in turn will transform Dallas Willard
you to be like Christ. An interesting caveat Dallas Willard is another proponent of the
to this practice is the “Who” that can prac- spiritual formation teaching craze. Here
tice this meditation to become like Christ. is what he says about spiritual formation:
According to Richard Foster and other “Sometimes we think of spiritual formation
spiritual formation teachers, anyone can as a formation by the Holy Spirit. Once
become like Christ—a Christian, a Bud- again. That’s essential … But now I have
to say something that may be challenging
dhist, a Muslim, even an atheist.
Richard Foster’s mentor, Thomas Mer- for you to think about: spiritual formation
ton, said this: “I intend to become as good is not all by the Holy Spirit …We have to
a Buddhist as I can. It is a glorious desti- recognize that spiritual formation in us is
ny to be a member of the human race … something that is also done to us by those
now I realize what we all are … At the cen- around us, by ourselves, and by activities
ter of our being is a point of nothingness which we voluntarily undertake … There
which is untouched by sin and by illusions, has to be a method.”
a point of pure truth … This little point is
In other words, spiritual formation, as
the pure glory of God in us … I believe taught and believed by Foster, Willard, and
that by openness to Buddhism, to Hin- Warren is a works-based substitute for bibduism and to these great Asian (mystical) lical Christianity. Warren identifies Wiltraditions, we stand a wonderful chance lard as a key player in the spiritual formaof learning more about the potentiality of tion movement.
our own Christian traditions … The most
Willard quotes from past contemplative
important need in the Christian world to- Roman Catholic mystic figures, universalday is this inner truth nourished by this ists, inter-spiritualists and New Age teachSpirit of contemplation … without con- ers in his book, The Spirit of the Disciplines.
templation and interior prayer, the church Warren did the same in his popular book,
cannot fulfill the mission to transform and The Purpose Driven Life.
save mankind.”
Next month, we will dig deeper into this
Notice that he emphasizes the “spirit of movement. In the meantime, every believcontemplation” instead of the Holy Spir- er must understand that it is the working
it. Merton believed that God dwells in of the Holy Spirit alone that does the work
all people and we are in fact, all part of in us as we place our faith solely on Jesus
God. In other words, spiritual formation Christ and Him crucified.

“Over the last thirty years we have seen a departure from the
truth of God’s Word. What has been filling the void is a move
toward mysticism. Few Bible teachers saw this avalanche
coming and are now buried in a cesspool of unbiblical error.”
www.jsm.org THE EVANGELIST NOVEMBER 2019
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MIKE

MUZZER A LL
It has been said that everywhere the apostle Paul went, there was
either a revival or a riot. The message he preached was the instrument
that produced both results.

THE

CONTROVERSY
OF THE
CROSS
PAUL WAS NOT shy in declaring the
central theme of his sermons. In I Corinthians 1:23 the apostle declares, “But
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews
a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness.” Why did this message cause
such strong opposition? What is the controversy of the cross?
Foolishness
Let’s look at the view of those who rejected the gospel Paul preached. “For
the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved
it is the power of God” (I Cor. 1:18). The logos of the cross—the message of the cross,
the preaching of the cross—is to them
who are presently in the act of perishing,
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foolishness. A. T. Robertson said, “Present
middle participle is here timeless, ‘those in
the path to destruction call it foolishness.”
(Robertson’s Word Pictures). In a sense,
Paul was telling us that no matter which
generation we look at, those who oppose
the message of the cross declare it as foolishness. “Greek mōria; folly—old word
from mōros: foolish” (RWP). To them the
message of the cross is “moronic.”

Why The Controversy?
The controversy lies in the entrenched belief that given enough time, man can solve
his own problems. This way of thinking
began with Adam and Eve who sewed fig
leaves together in an attempt to hide their
shame. Today, we see works and religious
deeds being knitted together in a futile attempt to cover spiritual nakedness. With
every succeeding generation, the resolve
to fix the problem of sin without divine
intervention seems to become stronger
and stronger.

The Twin Brothers Of Humanistic
Christianity
One brother believes that salvation is attainable through self-awareness, self-improvement and self-elevation. He believes
he could always reach down, pull himself
up by the bootstraps, and walk holy. His
brother, on the other hand, thinks himself much wiser. He sees the need for the
cross in order to pay the initial debt of
sin. However, from that moment on, he
is convinced that he is able to produce his
own type of righteousness. Humanistic
Christianity therefore rejects the notion
that our righteousness is as filthy rags
(Isaiah 64:6).
The Double Edge Controversy
The message of the cross declares that
Calvary is the power of God manifested

to the ones who are saved (literally being saved). It is the realization that only
through the blood of the Lamb could sin
be washed away. These are fighting words
and controversial to those who maintain
that man is capable of saving himself.
This is a timeless controversy. They cannot see that ongoing sanctification is forever tied to the atoning sacrifice of Christ
on the cross.
In The Cross
Righteousness attained by faith in the
completed work of Calvary (imputed
righteousness), is the only means of walking rightly before God. You cannot be
saved by grace then sanctified by works.
You cannot be saved by the blood of the
Lamb then think you can be sanctified
by the sweat of the brow. You cannot be

saved by God then sanctified by self. This
is the controversy of the cross.
To The True Believer
To the true believer, removing the cross
from the preaching of the gospel produces
the true controversy. It is no longer “good
news” if it bypasses the completed work
of Calvary. Most Christians would agree
with this for “without the shedding of blood
there is no remission” of sin (Heb. 9:22).
Yet too many Christians are attempting to
then live a victorious life apart from what
Christ accomplished for us at the cross.
Since we overcome Satan by the blood of
the Lamb (Rev. 12:11) which occurred on
the cross, how could we ever hope of living a victorious life? The cross is for the
sinner and the saint alike. And so the controversy of the cross continues.
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F

irst of all, Christmas is going to
be here before you know it.
Consequently, I would pray that
you would take full advantage of the
offers made in this magazine. The
music we offer, the books, and above
all the Bibles, will make the greatest
Christmas gifts in the world. It will be
far more than something just
unwrapped and thrown aside.
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The Bibles
We have cut the price of the Bibles in half,
which means a 50 percent discount. If you
don’t have one, now is the time for you to
get your copy, or copies for friends, relatives, and neighbors, which, as stated,
would make the greatest Christmas gifts
of all.
I believe that The Expositor’s Study Bible is the Bible for the twenty-first century. I believe the Lord has shown me that,
and if that is the case, you should make
certain that you have your copy, as well as
give copies to your friends and relatives
who do not have one.

A Story
The other day I was told of a dear brother in a foreign country who was given a
copy of The Expositor’s Study Bible. He
was a pastor, and his mind was on what
he was trying to teach his church about
the book of Revelation. He went outside
of where he was staying, sat down under
a tree, and said “Lord, I’m trying to teach
the book of Revelation, and I do not have
any knowledge of what that book is all
about. Would You give me something to
help me understand it?”
At that moment, the Spirit of the Lord
moved upon him to turn to the book of
Revelation in The Expositor’s Study Bible. When he turned to it, he couldn’t believe what he was seeing—virtually every
Scripture was explained. As he sat there
with tears in his eyes, he realized that the
Lord had beautifully and marvelously answered his prayer.
Do you realize that there are pastors
in some of the third world countries that
do not even have a Bible? They have to go
look into a Bible that is borrowed for the
message that they will preach the following Sunday. When they get a copy of The
Expositor’s Study Bible, it is a godsend.
I just want to thank you for helping to
make it possible for now some two million copies being placed into the hands of
those who could not have gotten one on
their own. Thank you for helping to make
it possible. Thank you for helping to bring
a miracle to pass. Thank you for making
something possible that will change the
lives of these individuals, whomever they
might be.
Thank You!
And I want to thank you for helping us
as well with the SonLife Broadcasting
Network. Without you we could not do
what we are doing. Thank you so much
for making it all possible. Thank you for

“Do you realize that there are
pastors in some of the third
world countries that do not
even have a Bible? They have
to go look into a Bible that
is borrowed for the message
that they will preach the
following Sunday. When they
get a copy of The Expositor’s
Study Bible, it is a godsend.”

helping a miracle to come to pass. Thank
you for doing what no one else could do.
Now I’m going to once again impel you
to make certain that you include The Expositor’s Study Bible in your Christmas
giving this year. That would go not only
for the Bible, but also the commentaries,
the music CDs, the books—in fact everything that we have to offer. All of it would
make the greatest Christmas gifts in the
world. A lady wrote me the other day and
said, “Brother Swaggart, the things that
we get from your offers are A1. In other
words, it’s quality. So much that I order
from other ministries is little more than
junk.” Now she said that, and I didn’t. But
this I do know, we do everything within our power to give you quality books,
music, and Bibles—not only the content,
but the finest production that money can
buy. Whatever you get from us, we want

it to last for a long, long time. So thank
you so very, very much for taking advantage of these offers, which we hope all of
you will do.
Now get your Christmas shopping
done early. It won’t be long before that
day will be here, and some of you will
say, “I wish I had ordered quicker.” And
then we have others who order three days
before Christmas, and there is no way in
the world we can get it to them in time
for the holidays. So take advantage of the
offers now, and it will be certain to reach
you on time.
In the Master’s service, yours,

Jimmy Swaggart
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Donnie Swaggart

Bob & Sharon Cornell

Office: 225.768.8300
Email: info@jsm.org

Office: 225.768.3887
Email: bobc@jsm.org

OCTOBER 25-27, 2019 – PACHUCA, MEXICO
Contact: Samuel Gomez
PH: 7712172818
Auditorio Gilgal, Calle San Luis Potosi esq. Claudio Rodriguez,
Col. Vicente Guerrero, Tulancingo Hidalgo, México
²FRI 6 PM

Salones Macro’s, Blvd. Luis Donaldo Colosio km 3, Pachuca
Hidalgo, México
²SAT PM

Church Centro Cristiano Agua Viva, Rubi 103 Col. Unión
Chaćon, Pachuca Hidalgo, México
²SUN 9 AM & 12 PM

NOVEMBER 8-10, 2019 – WICHITA, KS
Pastor Jim Hashbarger
Berean Assembly
1215 West Carey Lane, Wichita, KS 67217
316.636.7618
jimhashbarger@gmail.com

NOVEMBER 22-24, 2019 – APUCARANA,
PARANA, BRAZIL

²All Other Information TBD

Pastor Jeff Steiner
Promised Land Church
243 E Spaulding St., Watertown, WI 53098
920.390.0336
www.plcwi.org
²FRI 7 PM
²SAT 10 AM & 7 PM
²SUN 10 AM

NOVEMBER 8-10, 2019 – BOWLING GREEN, OH
Pastor Willie Miller
Faith Hope Love Christian Church
404 N. Dunbridge Road, Bowling Green, OH 43402
www.livingthecrosslife.org I 419.260.2294
²FRI 7 PM
²SAT 10 AM - 12 PM (Teaching Service) & 7 PM
²SUN 11 AM

²FRI 7 PM
²SAT 6 PM
²SUN 10 AM

Assembly of God
Clovis da Fonseca #433,
Apucarana Parana, Brazil
Church Phone: (43) 3432-1464
US Contact: Ednei Acioli
US Contact Phone: 985.788.6336

OCTOBER 25-27, 2019 – WATERTOWN, WI

Carl Brown
Office: 225.381.8388
Email: cbministries@aol.com

OCTOBER 25-27, 2019 – HOUSTON, TX
Pastor Tony & Sister Faye Pittman
Oak Meadows Community Worship Center
6105 Allen Dale Road, Houston, TX
832.421.4117
²FRI 7 PM
²SAT 10 AM & 7 PM
²SUN 10 AM & 6 PM

WATCH SBN
PROGRAMMING
ANYTIME,
ANYWHERE!
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All meetings subject to change.
Please visit www.jsm.org for most current schedules.

John & Josh Rosenstern

Loren Larson

Office: 225.768.8300
Email: insight@jsm.org

Office: 225.768.3890
Email: info@jsbc.edu

OCTOBER 26-27, 2019 – CROSBY, TX

NOVEMBER 8-10, 2019 – QUEEN CITY, TX

²SAT 7 PM
²SUN 10 AM (Teaching Session)
²SUN 11 AM

²FRI 7 PM
²SAT 10 AM-12 PM (Teaching Session)
²SAT 6 PM
²SUN 10 AM

Pastor Ronnie Mitchem
Victory & Praise Worship Center
21907 FM 2100, Crosby, TX 77532
713.292.4951
www.victoryandpraise.com

Pastor Curtis Hutchinson
CrossWay Church
610 Hwy. 59, Queen City, TX 75572
903.799.7181

NOVEMBER 23-24, 2019 – CROWLEY, LA

Josh Rosenstern
Office: 225.768.8300
Email: insight@jsm.org

NOVEMBER 16-17, 2019 – PALESTINE, TX
Pastor Clint Bass
Christ Community Church
5625 N. Loop 256, Palestine, TX 75801
903.729.3178
²SAT 6 PM
²SUN 10 AM

Pastor Kerry Doucet
Crossway Fellowship Church
395 VFW Dr., Crowley, LA 70526 (Meeting in the VFW Hall)
337.783.6524
²SAT 6 PM
²SUN 10:30 AM

DECEMBER 6-8, 2019 – GRENADA, MS
Pastor Ferrell Wilson
Lighthouse Church
1004 Hwy. 7 North (Exit 211 off Interstate 55)
Grenada, MS 38901
662.294.0608
²FRI 7 PM
²SAT 10 AM-12 PM (Teaching Session)
²SAT 7 PM
²SUN 11 AM

SONLIFE
BROADCASTING
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